
 
 
 
 

 
Why should I choose this subject to study at A Level? 
 
Sociology provides you with a real opportunity to improve your social awareness by 
encouraging you to question what, at first, may seem to be common sense beliefs. You will 
investigate areas that have a direct impact on your life such as your role as a student, your 
position in your family and the impact that 24/7 mass media has on the development of 
your ideas. 
 
The course is designed to make sociology relevant to your own understanding of how you 
choose to understand the world around you.  It teaches you that there are no right or wrong 
answers but a whole range of perspectives as to how we choose to understand our world.  
Sociology is a broad ranging subject and considers the impact of gender, race, and social 
class on our behaviour and achievement. It introduces you to a range of theories and 
research methods to help you understand how your society impacts upon you and how 
you make an impact on society.   
 
What will I study? 
 

Year 12 – An introduction to Sociology that considers how society may have an 
impact on our behaviour in relation to our roles in the family and in school. 

 Paper 1: Education with Methods in Context    (50% of the AS) 

 Paper 2: Research Methods and Families and Households (50% of the AS) 
 
Year 13 – This builds onto the first year and continues with a detailed exploration 
into issues that affect us all: the impact of the mass media on our values and the role 
that crime plays in society; along with a detailed consideration of sociological 
theory. 

 Paper 1: Education with Theory and Methods in Context  (33.3% of the A level) 

 Paper 2: Families and Households and Media   (33.3% of the A level) 

 Paper 3: Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods  (33.3% of the A level) 
 
How will I be assessed? 

 In Year 12 you will have the option to be assessed by two 1 hour and 30 minute exams.  
In these exams you will have some short answer questions and an opportunity to write in 
more detail in the essay questions. 

 In Year 13 you will be assessed on the entire two year course by three 2 hour exams. 
These exams will give you the opportunity to discuss your research and ideas in essays 
along with some short answer questions. 

 
Who can I talk to if I want to know more? 

 Mr Hird or Mrs Bardy 

 You can obtain a copy of the syllabus and other materials from the exam board: 
Syllabus: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/as-and-a-level/sociology-7191-7192 

Other resources: http://www.aqa.org.uk/qual/gce/humanities/sociology_materials.php 
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