
 
 
 
 

 
Why should I choose this subject to study at A Level? 
 
Psychology is the study of people, the mind and human behaviour.  It gives you a 
fascinating insight into the research that has been developed in relation to a range of topics 
including: memory, mental illness, aggression and how we are affected by groups, leaders 
and other authority figures. In this sense psychology offers you a very practical 
understanding of the world around you.  
 
Studying Psychology gives you a broader understanding of how science works.  You will 
use scientific research methods to help you gain a deeper awareness of human and animal 
behaviour.  Psychology is continually developing and is at the cutting edge of research.  
For you at A-level this understanding of theory and methods will inevitably be a really 
valuable asset to you in all walks of life. 
 
What will I study? 
 

Year 12 – An introduction to Psychology that considers how the mind works and how our 
behaviour is affected by social influences, memory, attachment, and psychopathologies.    
 

 Paper 1 Introductory topics in psychology     (50% of AS) 

 Paper 2 Psychology in context      (50% of AS) 
 
Year 13 – This builds onto the first year and continues with an in depth exploration into 
specialised areas of study consisting of gender behaviour, aggression and schizophrenia. 
 

 Paper 1 Introductory topics in psychology    (33.3% of A level) 

 Paper 2 Psychology in context     (33.3% of A level) 

 Paper 3 Issues and options in psychology    (33.3% of A level) 
 

How will I be assessed? 

 In Year 12 you will have the option to be assessed by two 1 hour and 30 minute. In these 
exams you will have some multiple choice questions, some short answer questions, and 
some scenarios and extended writing.  

 In Year 13 you will be assessed on the entire two year course by three 2 hour exams: 
These exams will give you the opportunity to discuss your research and ideas in essays 
along with multiple choice and short answer questions.  

 
Who can I talk to if I want to know more? 

 Mrs Bardy and Mrs Jones 

 You can obtain a copy of the syllabus and other materials from the exam board: 
 

Syllabus: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/as-and-a-level/psychology-7181-7182 
 


