
 
 
 
 
 
Why study Performing Arts (Dance)?  
This course is for those who are looking for a career in dance. This course is ideal if you have intermediate 
level dance skills and a particular interest in developing both your practical and theoretical understanding of 
dance. The course is practical in nature and suitable for students considering pathways into higher education 
dance training or employment in the industry. 

 
What will I study? 
The Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Performing Arts is equivalent in size 
to one A Level. The Extended Certificate is for learners who are interested in learning about the 
performing arts sector alongside other fields of study, with a view to progressing to a wide range of 
higher education courses. Over the two years you will study four units, two are assessed internally and 
two are assessed externally.  
 
Mandatory units – (External) Unit 1 Investigating Practitioners Work: In this unit, you will develop 
skills that allow you to investigate the work of influential performing arts practitioners. You will identify the 
contextual factors that influence their work and critically analyse key information such as creative 
intentions, performance, production and repertoire in order to develop and communicate independent 
judgements. 
 
Unit 2 (Internal) Developing Skills and Techniques for Live Performance: This unit serves as an 
induction into the performing arts where you will develop the appropriate skills and techniques in one or 
more of the performance disciplines of acting, dance, musical theatre, physical theatre and 
variety/popular entertainment. You will participate in regular workshops, classes and exercises where 
you will acquire, practise and develop the necessary technical, practical and interpretative performance 
skills to help you succeed when performing live to an audience.  
 
Unit 3 (External) Group Performance Workshop: In this unit you will explore and integrate creative, 
physical and vocal skills and techniques, working collaboratively to create a performance in response to 
a given stimulus. You will learn how to respond to a given stimulus as part of a group, using research, 
discussion and practical exploration to develop performance material and later present an informal 
presentation of the work to an invited audience. As a member of a team, you will contribute to the 
creative development and rehearsal process, shaping and refining the work and applying performance 
and teamwork skills. 
 
*Plus one optional unit 
 
Optional Units  

Unit 8: Classical Ballet Technique  Unit 9: Tap Dance Technique  Unit 10: Jazz Dance Technique  

Unit 11: Street Dance Technique  Unit 12: Contemporary Dance Technique  Unit 14: Choreography for 

Live Performance  Unit 27: Musical Theatre Techniques  Unit 28: Variety Performance.  
 
How will I be assessed? 
Over the two years assessments will be consistent throughout. Assessments are generally carried out 
during performances and practical tasks which are combined with research and written coursework 
tasks. Some assessments are internal which are marked by tutors and other assessments are external 
which are moderated and assessed by BTEC examiners.  
 
Who can I talk to if I want to know more? 
 

 Miss Dixon (Head of Dance) 

 You can obtain a copy of the syllabus (Edexcel Level 3 Performing Arts) and other materials from the 
exam board. 
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