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K C What will I study?
You will study media language, media industries, media representations and media 
audiences. Over the two years you will develop an understanding of how the media 
we consume is constructed. You will become knowledgeable about how media 
industries such as the film or music industry work and how they create their media 
products. Being able to analyse products such as TV programmes is an important 
skill that goes beyond description, and uncovers the meaning created by the 
producers of the text.

You will also be expected to create media products of your own, based on your 
analysis of how the professionals do it, and this will be assessed as part of your 
final grade.

How will I be assessed?
The new exam has two papers of 1 hour 30 minutes each, comprising short answers, 
multiple choice and extended responses. These written components make up 35% 
each of the final mark. Creating your own media product makes up 30% of the 
overall mark and will be based on a theme chosen by the exam board which will 
change yearly. Your product will be tailored to suit a particular audience.

How will the subject help me in the future?
The benefits of studying Media are considerable. The skills you develop at GCSE 
will alter the way you see the world around you. You will be able to see through the 
media and understand how it influences the way we think and behave. A GCSE in 
Media Studies will prepare you perfectly for level 3 media courses (like A-Level) 
which will in turn set you up for university studies. If you don’t plan on taking Media 
Studies to a higher level, the GCSE will have given you plenty of valuable skills in IT 
and critical thinking. Media Studies changes the way you look at the world.

Is this a suitable course for me?
If you are interested in any aspects of the media and especially in how it works, 
you will enjoy this course. You will need to study theories and use specific media 
vocabulary, and the emphasis is very much on being able to analyse and work out 
how a media product was made and what it’s saying. If you are creative with IT, you 
will enjoy making your own media products.

Who can I talk to if I want to know more?
Speak to Mr Shearer for more advice and information.
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