
 

 

 

Why should I choose this subject to study at A level? 
 

Studying Italian at A level allows you to build on the language skills you have developed at 

GCSE. It will give you a fascinating insight into the country whose language you have 

chosen to study, as you will engage with Italian media, culture and entertainment. Your 

analytical skills and grammatical knowledge with increase dramatically, and your 

conversational fluency with flourish.  

Being able to speak another language is a valuable additional skill in an increasingly 

international job market. Your career prospects can be improved if a foreign language is 

combined with a business, science, economics or engineering qualification.  
 

What will I study? 
 

The course focuses on aspects of contemporary Italian society, recent Italian history and 

Italian-language media. Through your study of these topics, you will be encouraged to 

consider and develop your own points of view and engage in the debates which currently 

occupy Italian speakers around the world. 

You have the opportunity do an in-depth study of an Italian-language book and a film. We 

will also look at Italian music, television and media. 
 

How will I be assessed? 
 

You will sit three papers at the end of year 13. 

Paper 1: Listening, reading and translation (40%). This two hour paper covers the 
following topics: 

 Changes in Italian society 

 Political and artistic culture in Italian speaking society 

 Italy: a society in evolution 

 Italian history from Fascism to the modern day 
Paper 2: Written response (30%). This paper lasts two hours and forty minutes and covers 
the following: 

 Translation from English to Italian 

 Two essays about a book and a film that you have studied 

 Paper 3: Speaking (30%). The speaking assessment lasts between 21 and 23 

minutes including preparation time. It draws on all the themes you will have studied. 

It will also include a discussion of an individual area of interest that you have 

selected and researched yourself. 
 

Who can I talk to if I want to know more? 

 Your Italian teacher or Mr C. Pattinson. 

 The You Si Si section of RMUnify – this contains lots of cultural and support 

materials 

 www.ullswatercc.co.uk also contains a range of valuable information 

 A draft copy of the specification can be found at qualifications.pearson.com 

http://www.ullswatercc.co.uk/

