
 

 

 

 

 
Why should I choose this subject to study at A Level? 
 
Geography is vital to our understanding of the world we live in. It provides an essential insight into the 
natural and human characteristics of our extraordinary planet and the ways in which they work and interact. 
It helps us to view our lives in the context of the challenges and changes facing all of humanity and 
provides us with the means to safeguard the well-being of ourselves and of the natural environment. 
 
The syllabus is designed to meet the needs and interests of people living in the 21st century. It provides an 
enjoyable, rewarding and manageable course of study which will provide you with a fantastic basis for a 
wide range of higher education courses. 
 
The new A Level in geography continues to build on your learning at GCSE, we have carefully selected this 
course to give you the best possible chance of success. 
 
What will I study? 
 

This course is a two year A Level qualification. There are three components that you will study. 
 
Component 1: Physical Geography 

 Water and Carbon Cycles 

 Either: Hot Desert Environments or Coastal Systems and Landscapes 

 Either: Hazards or Ecosystems Under Stress or Cold Environments 
 
Component 2: Human Geography 

 Global Systems and Global Governance 

 Changing Places 

 Either: Contemporary Urban Environments or Population and the Environment or Resource 
Security 

 
Component 3: Geographical Investigation 

 This component provides students with an opportunity to conduct their own piece of research that is 
of interest to them, based within the themes of components 1 and 2. 

 
How will I be assessed? 
 

 This course is linear and therefore you will be assessed at the end of Year 13 only. 

 Components 1 and 2 are each assessed through a 2 ½ hour examination which include multiple choice, 
short answers and extended writing questions. Each of these units are worth 40% of the final grade. 

 Component 3 is assessed through a 3000-4000 word individual investigation. This is a centre assessed 
unit and is worth 20% of the final grade. 

 
Who can I talk to if I want to know more? 
 

 Your current Geography Teacher or Mr Moss (Head of Department). 
 


