
 
 
 
 

 
 
Why should I choose this subject to study at A Level? 
 
Studying French at A level is vital to build on the language skills you have learnt at GCSE and will 
give you a privileged insight into the country whose language you have chosen, giving you 
opportunities to discuss the way other young people in France feel and behave. Developing good 
analytical and critical thinking skills is therefore very important. You will begin to understand and 
enjoy French media, television and music. At the same time, your conversational fluency will 
develop and flourish. 
 
The syllabus is designed to meet the needs and interests of young people in the 21st century. It 
provides an enjoyable, rewarding and manageable course of study and will equip you with the 
intellectual and subject-based skills needed to sustain success and prosperity in adult life and 
work. 
 
What will I study?  
 
The course focuses on aspects of French-speaking life and culture today. It encourages you to 
consider and develop your own points of view on many key questions and debates, and allows 
you to understand French popular culture.  
 
You have the opportunity to do an in-depth study of a French-language book and a film. We will 
also look at French music, television and media. 
 
How will I be assessed? 
 
You will sit three papers at the end of Year 13. 
 
Paper 1: Listening, reading and writing (40%). This paper covers the following topics: 

 Aspects of French-speaking society: current trends and current issues 

 Artistic culture in the French-speaking world 

 Aspects of political life in the French-speaking world 

 Grammar 
 
Paper 2: Writing (30%). You will sit a separate writing paper where you will write an essay. In it, 
you will discuss aspects of a French-language book and film that you have studied. 
 
Paper 3: Speaking (30%). This will include a presentation and discussion of an individual area of 
interest that you have selected yourself. There will also be a broader discussion of the themes 
covered in Paper 1. 
 
Who can I talk to if I want to know more? 
 

 Your current French Teacher or Mr Pattinson (Head of Department) 

 The UCC French website contains support materials – access it through RMUnify 

 www.ullswatercc.co.uk also contains lots of useful information 

 You can obtain a copy of the syllabus (AQA GCE A Level) and other materials from the exam 
board: 

 



www.aqa.org.uk 


