
 
 
 
 
 
Why should I choose this subject to study at A Level? 
 
A Level Language will suit you if you love writing and reading, have an enquiring mind and a 
fascination with language.  As critical readers and writers, you will be taught to explore a diverse 
range of written and spoken texts: from Old English, to text speak; from political speeches to 
children’s language; from Standard English to local dialect.  You will learn to use precise 
terminology, carry out research into living language, evaluate data and apply theories to interpret 
and compare texts and the contexts from which they evolve. There is also a strong creative writing 
component, which draws on your own interests within the subject.   
 
A Level English language is a very adaptable and respected subject, in terms of its relevance to a 
wide range of degree and employment opportunities. 
 
What will I study and how will I be assessed? 
 
 Our intention is to use the Edexcel specification. 
 
Component 1: Language Variation (written examination, 2 hours and 15 minutes, 35% of A 
Level) 
• How language varies in terms of mode, field, function and audience 
• How language choices can create personal identities 
• Language variation in English from c1550 to the present day 
 
Component 2: Child Language (written examination 1 hour, 20% of total qualification) 
 
• Spoken language acquisition and how children learn to write 
• The relationship between spoken language acquisition and literacy skills  
• Appropriate theories of children’s language development 
 
Component 3: Investigating Language (written examination 1 hour and 45 minutes 25% of 
examination) 
• Select a research task 
• Develop research and investigation skills 
• Undertake a focused investigation 
• Apply knowledge of key language concepts 
• Develop a personal language specialism 
 
Component 4 Coursework: Crafting Language (Internally assessed, 20% of total 
qualification) 
• Research a selected genre 
• Demonstrate skills as writers within this genre, crafting texts 
• Reflect on writing in an accompanying commentary 
 
 
Who can I talk to if I want to know more? 
 

 Ms Henry, Ms Hope, Ms Graves, your Year 11 teacher or Ms Thompson (Head of Department). 


