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What will I study in Year 10?
Year 10 starts with an introduction to GCSE Drama and the chance to explore the 
creation of Drama in a number of different styles. In this year you will complete the 
first main component of the GCSE, which requires the development of an original 
performance piece for an audience. This devised performance is recorded and 
accompanied by a written coursework element.

What will I study in Year 11?
Year 11 will focus on preparation for and assessment in the final two components, 
a practical performance examination and a written examination. The study on the 
course will be a mixture of practical skill development and academic study of a 
play text and the way that theatre is created.

How will I be assessed?
The assessment in Drama for GCSE is made up of three components:

• The first is a devised performance and accompanying coursework document, 
which is completed in Year 10.

• The second component is a practical performance examination of extract(s) 
from a studied play. This exam will be assessed by a visiting examiner and will 
require you to demonstrate either a performance or technical skill.

• The third component is a written examination. In this exam you will be 
expected to answer questions in essay form about the play studied and 
demonstrate your understanding of Drama.

How will the subject help me in the future?
If you plan to pursue Drama or Theatre Studies to university level, GCSE Drama will 
set you on your way. If you don’t plan on pursuing Drama further, the course will 
give you skills that are highly desirable for any future course or employment. Some 
benefits are: a self-confidence boost in presenting to an audience; enhanced 
team working skills; improved creativity; time management skills as you work 
within strict timed conditions; increased empathy skills as you take on roles and 
characters.

Is this a suitable course for me?
The GCSE in Drama is open to all students, however it is essential that a suitable 
standard has been attained in English, owing to the academic elements of 
the course. The subject requires a high level of commitment and there is an 
expectation of pupils that they will give up additional hours after school to their 
studies, an absence from which will have a detrimental effect and cannot be 
considered acceptable. If you are unsure about the subject as an option, or if you 
are considering taking it at GCSE, it is imperative that you discuss the matter with 
your Drama teacher.

Who can I talk to if I want to know more?
Mr Forrest or Miss Flynn.
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