
 
 
 

 
Why should I choose this subject to study at A Level? 
Biology is a very diverse subject. It provides insight into a whole range of areas related to 
living things. This means that whatever your particular area of interest, there should be 
something in the course to fascinate you. Developing a deep understanding of living 
processes and systems is not only fascinating, it is also very useful for many avenues of 
further study or employment. The course is both stimulating and challenging and provides 
detailed subject-specific knowledge and understanding, as well as skills that are 
transferable to many other areas.   
 
What will I study? 
Edexcel Biology Specification A 

Year 12  
Topic 1: Lifestyle, health and risk  
Topic 2: Genes and health 
Topic 3: Voice of the genome 
Topic 4: Biodiversity and natural resources 
Year 13 
Topic 5:  On the wild side 
Topic 6:  Immunity, infection and forensics 
Topic 7:  Run for your life 
Topic 8:  Grey matter 
 
Within these 8 topics there are also 18 Core Practicals, which may be assessed within the 
exam papers and will help students to develop their practical skills.  If the students 
successfully complete these practicals, they will attain a certificate in practical competency.   
 
How will I be assessed? 
Year 13: There will be three exams during the May/June of Year 13.   
 
Paper 1:  The Natural environment and species survival, a two hour exam, examining 
content from topics 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6.  In this paper there is a maximum of 100 marks 
available and it is worth 33.3% of total qualification.   
Paper 2: Energy, exercise and co-ordination, a two hour exam, examining content from 
topics 1, 2, 3, 4, 7 & 8.  In this paper there is a maximum of 100 marks available and it is 
worth 33.3% of total qualification.   
Paper 3:  General and practical applications in biology, a two hour exam, examining 
content from all 8 topics and questions relating to a pre-release article which will be 
published on the exam board website 8 weeks before the exam.  In this paper there is a 
maximum of 100 marks available and it is worth 33.3% of total qualification.   
Maths skills at Level 2 and the conceptual and theoretical understanding of experimental 
methods will also be assessed in all three exam papers.   
 
Who can I talk to if I want to know more? 

 Mrs Harnett (Head of Biology)  

 You can obtain a copy of the syllabus and other materials from the exam board: 
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/biology-a-2015.html 


